THE   FIRST   LYCEUM  SEASON
already been quoted In these pages. We have seen how interesting an impersonation of the distressful daughter of the house of Deschappelles she gave at the Princess's Theatre, in the days when her position as a great actress had still to be won. Her performances of Pauline at the Lyceum certainly did little to increase the reputation which she had most legitimately gained as Olivia and Ophelia. But she was by no means the only member of the Lyceum company who failed to win new laurels in the revival of Lord Lytton's play. The most friendly critics of Sir Henry Irving maintain a discreet silence as to his Claude Melnotte : it is all but universally admitted that the part is one to which the gifts and personality of the actor are utterly un-suited. Whatever else he can do, Sir Henry Irving cannot spout love in high-flown and garish rhetoric through several acts to a tearful and hysterical lady, no matter how charming she may be. Dozens of inferior actors can do it, and do it very well, but to 117